MEN OF POWER

His Parents and Early Home.    Vladimir Ilyich
Ulianov, who became known throughout the world by
his pseudonym Lenin, was born April 22,  1870, in
Simbirsk, a quiet city of 30,000, on the banks of the
Volga.    His father,  Ilyia Ulianov,  came of  rather
exceptional peasant stock, with a mixture of Slavic
and Tartar blood in its veins.   He had so distinguished
himself by his educational abilities that he had been
appointed state councilor and curator of the national
schools of the city.   This position made him a member
of the minor nobility.   He had married an intelligent
and capable girl, the daughter of a surgeon in the Rus-
sian army, and a member of a Russianized German
family.    They had six children of whom Vladimir
Ilyich was the third.    The fact that all six children
turned out to be revolutionaries speaks eloquently for
the kind of training they had in their early home.   The
parents read widely, especially literature of social dis-
content.    A quotation from one of these books im-
pressed itself on young Ilyich's memory: "God forbid
that I shall ever be satisfied with this life of ours."
Although neither of the parents had broken with the
old order in church or state, or taken part in any radical
movement, they both felt a deep responsibility for re-
deeming their country from the tyranny under which
it suffered   With an optimistic faith that it could and
would be redeemed, they encouraged in their children a
daring independence of thought and then stood loyally
by them when, in later years, they got into trouble with

22